The future of vocational education in England 
As vocational qualifications play such an important part in role of exams office staff the EOA attended this seminar to represent your experiences and the impact of any developments on your future workload. There is still a tendency for the education community to focus on general qualifications with an emphasis on A’ level and the impact it has on university entrance. However, in many main stream exam centres, the vocational route has been increasing but its image and contribution continues to lag behind the general qualification debate. 
This seminar offered a timely opportunity to consider the future of vocational education in England. It was scheduled as the Government began its wide-ranging review, looking at the future organisation of vocational courses, their responsiveness to a changing labour market and ways to increase participation by young people.

Delegates examined the future organisation of vocational education for 14-19 year olds, including the proposed expansion of apprenticeships, the appropriate target audience and the age young people should be beginning courses. Future content and teaching methods was also be considered, in addition to examining how vocational education can best respond to the current and expected future labour market. Sessions also examined progression routes from vocational education into the world of work and higher education, and the introduction of University Technical Colleges as proposed by the Secretary of State.

About the Westminster Forum Projects (WFP):

Westminster Forum Projects (WFP) operates a group of influential, impartial and cross-party forums: the Westminster Education Forum; the Westminster eForum; the Westminster Employment Forum; the Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum; the Westminster Food & Nutrition Forum; the Westminster Health Forum; the Westminster Legal Policy Forum; the Westminster Media Forum and the Westminster Social Policy Forum.
All the Westminster Forum Projects forums enjoy substantial support and involvement from key stakeholders within Parliament, government, regulatory bodies, industry, consumer organisations and other interested groups. The forums organise senior level seminars on public policy in these sectors. None of the forums has a policy agenda of its own, other than simply to raise the quality of debate on public policy developments and so create opportunities for informed discussion.

Accordingly each Westminster Forum Projects forum is structured to facilitate the formulation of 'best' public policy by providing policy makers and implementers, and those with an interest in the issues, with a sense of the way different stakeholder perspectives interrelate. Usually this is through impartially-framed, inclusive discussion conducted either in public or under the Chatham House Rule.

Forum events are frequently the platform for major policy statements from senior Ministers and regulators, Opposition spokesmen and leading opinion-formers in industry and interest groups. Events regularly receive prominent coverage in the national media and trade press.              www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk
