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Examination Officers’ Association - Annual Conference 2010 

Speakers Biographies

Alan Waymont – Chair of Board of Trustees, EOA

Alan Waymont is the Chair of the Board of Trustees for the Examination Officers' Association. He is also the Examinations Manager at Peter Symonds College, Winchester - a Sixth Form College with 3,200 16-18 year olds and an Adult Education Centre with around 4,000 participants.  

Prior to becoming an Examinations Officer, Alan was a senior police officer, responsible for running an extremely busy Division in Central London. He has been in education and examinations since 1996, working firstly in a Further Education College and then at his present college since 1999. He has been a member of advisory and focus groups for the AoC, NAA, QCDA and the Examination Officers' Association.
Andrew Harland – Chief Executive, EOA

Andrew Harland is the Chief Executive of the EOA. His key roles are to manage the EOA and implement the agreed policies and activities of the elected board of trustees who represent the membership.
Andrew has worked in the education sector for over 20 years, teaching in both state and independent schools as well as working as an education consultant and regional education manager in the ICT arena. He became an examination officer in 2000 and was a key skills moderator for OCR for four years. He has completed an MSc on the role of examination officers. 

Andrew is one of the founder members of the EOA and has been responsible for much of its research into qualifying and quantifying the role of examination officers within the QCDA modernisation programme and continues to provide consultation at various levels.

Warwick Mansell - Journalist
Warwick Mansell is a freelance education journalist, specialising in investigating the examination and testing system and its implications for teaching. 
From 1999 to 2008, he was curriculum and testing correspondent for the Times Educational Supplement reporting on most aspects of England’s schooling system, from Ofsted to the politics of education, the foundation of the General Teaching Council and the teacher unions. Prior to joining the TES he had a brief spell freelancing on the TES, The Times, The Independent and a financial newspaper.
Warwick was shortlisted for two awards in 2008, firstly as writer of the year (business media) in the annual PPA Magazines awards, then, in October for the Private Eye/Guardian Paul Foot awards for campaigning journalism.
Dr Jim Sinclair – JCQ
Dr Jim Sinclair was appointed Director of the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) to coordinate the work of JCQ awarding bodies. Dr Sinclair took up his post on 19 February 2007.

Prior to Dr Sinclair’s appointment at JCQ, he spent 16 years at Edexcel. His most recent post was as Head of Standards and Awards (2001-2007) where he was responsible for ensuring that all awards for Edexcel’s general qualifications were secure, robust and defensible. Prior to joining Edexcel, Dr Sinclair was a subject officer for GCSE Science for the London East Anglian Group.  He worked on the development of a syllabus for GCSE Science for the first version of the National Curriculum in Science.

Dr Sinclair has served on a number of JCQ committees over the years including: Administration, Business, the Standards and Technical Advisory Group, the Teachers’ Associations Liaison group and, most recently as chair of the Timetabling Committee.

John Fairhurst – President (Elect),  ASCL  

John Fairhurst has been Headteacher of Shenfield High School since 1995. Shenfield  is an inclusive 11–18 comprehensive school of about 1,500 pupils, with a strong academic and pastoral record.   It specialises in Business & Enterprise  and in Maths & Computing.  As a Training School, it leads the Mid-Essex Initial Teacher Training Consortium and pioneers, in partnership with the University of London,  a school-based masters of teaching course for a significant number of staff. 
 

John has served on the National Council of the Association of School and College Leaders (ASCL) since 2005. He has chaired its education committee for three years, reflecting his interest in curriculum and assessment issues.  In 2009 he was invited to join the Board of the QCDA (Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency).  
 

Currently John serves as ASCL Vice President and will be the  President in 2010/11 .
Isabel Nisbet – Chief Executive, Ofqual
Isabel Nisbet is the Chief Executive of Ofqual. From 2005 – 2008 Isabel was Director of Regulation and Standards at the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority. In July 2004 she led the establishment of the Postgraduate Medical Education and Training Board (PMETB) and in 2003 she set up a new regulatory body, the Council for the Regulation of Healthcare Professionals, and was its acting Chief Executive. Before that she held Director posts at the General Medical Council, at a time of comprehensive reform. From 1995 - 1999 she was Deputy Health Service Commissioner (Ombudsman) for England, Scotland and Wales.

Isabel was a senior civil servant, with a career in Government spanning the Scottish Office, the Cabinet Office and the Department of Health. Isabel lives in London, but was brought up in Glasgow and retains links there. She is a keen musician when time permits.

Steve Sharpley

Steve Sharpley is an international organisational development consultant and speaker, plus personal and team peak performance development coach and workshop leader. The founder of Xcell Dynamics Ltd, he focuses on assisting team leaders to develop sustainable peak performance and results. He has worked with internationally diverse teams across the UK, Europe, the United States, the Far East and Africa and his clients include organisations such as BP, Citigroup, Vodafone, Innovene, Ericsson (Indonesia) United Utilities, The National Trust and Tesco. In addition to over 15 years’ business experience, a BSc in psychology and MSc in psychology and the facilitation of change, Steve has undergone training and guidance from the top people in the world in the simple and innovative approach he brings to his clients and contained in his book ‘Success is a Mind Game’.
Eleanor Yearwood

Eleanor has developed and delivered numerous leadership development seminars and workshops, and coached over 200 senior leaders in very diverse businesses including education and the public sector. As well as being a qualified NLP Trainer and Coach, she is also qualified to administer a range of psychometrics such as MBTI, Thomas Kilmann, Hogan, Strengthscope, DISC, LAB profile and FIRO-B.
Linda Denny

Linda contributes a wealth of highly valuable HR & Training experience, combined with exceptional interpersonal skills and great enthusiasm for her work as a facilitator and coach. An accredited member of the Coaching Academy, passing with distinction, she has a Post-graduate diploma in Personnel Management and an Honours Degree in Psychology and Anthropology.
Julie Marsden (CMCIPD)

As an independent consultant, Julie delivers a broad range of management development programmes and tools for front line managers through to Board level teams, focusing on communication, interpersonal skills and leadership, enabling people managers to get the best out of their teams, as well as individuals. With over 25 years experience in HR and organisation development, Julie works in the private, as well as not for profit sectors and has several years experience of educational environments.
Paul Lower FCMA
Paul is a seasoned finance professional with more than twenty years “sharp-end” experience as Finance Director. He is an enthusiastic trainer and coach with comprehensive experience of writing and delivering financial and business training courses to private and public sector delegates. This gives him a wealth of practical experience with which he can bring to life in his seminars and workshops.

Jan Martin MBE – CPD for EOA

Jan Martin MBE is the CPD Project Manager for the EOA. Jan's key role is to focusing on the Teaching and Learning aspect of CPD. Jan has been in teaching for over twenty five years with a vast range of experience in managing an exam office is large centre with a full range of examinations including BTECs.
Jan was awarded an MBE in the June 2010 Queen’s Birthday Honours list for her work in raising the profile of the exams office community and their professional development.
Dame Kelly Holmes CBE

Dame Kelly Holmes CBE secured her place in history by becoming the first British female athlete to win gold medals in both the 800m and 1500m in the 2004 Olympic Games. One of her most successful seasons ever, Kelly’s achievements on the track in 2004 set the pace for 25 high profile awards and accolades, among others BBC Sports Personality of the Year, European Athlete of the Year, Laureus World Sports Woman of the Year and in 2005 the ultimate honour of a Damehood by the Queen in the New Years Honours lists.

Kelly started running when she was twelve years old and over the years her sporting career has included gold medals at the Commonwealth Games and silver at the World Championship. She battled with injuries at key points in her career, but overcame them to take on the world. 

Since retiring in 2005, Kelly has developed her professional and personal career and is now chairing the Olympic Legacy Taskforce on behalf of David Cameron and became President of the Commonwealth Games England in 2009.
