Diploma Delivery this summer

The EOA attends a regular Checkpoint meeting on the Diploma at the Department for Education every month to help monitor the successful delivery of this programme this summer. At a recent meeting the EOA gave a report on how our members were coping with the diploma workload.

Despite certain individuals concerns and difficulties at a local level the overall response nationally was one of “business as usual” with the diploma offering no real concerns mainly due often to the small numbers involved. A special note was made by the group which is made up of all the major awarding bodies, Ofqual, QCDA and the DfE over the possible impact of other results from qualifications which contribute to a diploma being awarded. The EOA has represented the concerns of its members, especially new exams office staff over just being given electronic results in the future which may or may not provide enough information that can be distribute appropriately to staff and students on results days. 

There is no doubt that the additional support and help by QCDA is still essential for the safe delivery of this programme given its complexity. The regular task lists they issue have been well received and in recent feedback report from QCDA  most centres are on track  with no learners missing out on their award this summer. However, after this summer all that additional support will be removed and the diploma or what ever version of it remains will have to survive along side other existing qualifications and programmes. 

For a Diploma update do not forget the forth coming “ 7th National Conference on Delivering Diplomas” on the 28th March 2011, Birmingham.
